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Introduction 
The U.S. Forest Service is proposing to construct a new Supervisor’s Office building and associated 

improvements for the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests. The Supervisor’s Office (SO) administrative 

site encompasses approximately nine (9) acres (Figure 1). The five existing structures were constructed in the 

early 1960s: the Main Office and the Warehouse located on the lower part of the site adjacent to Highway 12 

and three residences located on the upper part of the site adjacent to Highway 64. The two western-most 

residences were converted into offices (Annex 1 and 2), with the third residence currently used as a 

bunkhouse. A fenced pasture used in the past for Forest Service pack stock bisects the majority of the site.   

We prepared this environmental assessment (EA) to determine whether implementation of the proposed 

activities may require the preparation of an environmental impact statement. By preparing this EA, we are 

fulfilling agency policy and direction to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). For 

more details of the proposed action, see the Proposed Action and Alternatives section of this document. 

  

Figure 1. Existing Administrative Site 

Proposed Project Location 
The project area is located in the city of Kamiah, Lewis County, Idaho.  
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Need for the Proposal 
This proposal is needed because the existing buildings and infrastructure on the administrative site do not  

meet the current needs of the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests (Forest): 

 The existing buildings do not provide enough space to house all of the SO employees. Currently, SO 

employees are scattered among five different offices in three different communities; 

 The buildings do not comply with the Architectural Barriers Act and other building codes; and 

 The scattered buildings and inadequate information technology (IT) infrastructure limit information 

exchange and make communication and coordination challenging. 

 

Consolidating the SO in a new single building will best meet the needs of the Forest: 

 Housing all SO employees in a single building with modern phone and IT services will provide a 

more cohesive work force and improve communication; 

 Complying with the Architectural Barriers Act will allow employees and the public, regardless of 

disability, the same opportunity to interact; 

 Complying with the current suite of building codes will ensure the health and safety of employees; 

and 

 Provide an example within the region and community of a sustainable and energy efficient building 

utilizing innovative forest products.. 

Public Involvement 
The Forest Service consulted the following during the development of this EA: 

 On July 1, 2019, letters providing information and seeking public comment were mailed to the City of 

Kamiah (Idaho) and the Lewis County (Idaho) Commissioners.  

 A legal notice appeared in the Lewiston Tribune on July 5, 2019, inviting comments for 30 days from 

publication.  

 Project information was made available at https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project= 56256 starting 

on June 13, 2019.  

 No comments on the proposal were received during the 30-day scoping period (July 6 – August 5, 

2019). 

 

A Memorandum Of Agreement (MOA) between the USDA, Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests and the 

Nez Perce Tribe Historic Preservation Office regarding the Kamiah Office Construction Project was finalized  

on January 30, 2020. Per the MOA, the Forest Service shall: 

1. Adhere to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's (ACHP) photo policy factsheet concerning 

camera, paper, ink and CD quality guidelines. 

2. Take digital photographs as necessary to adequately document each elevation of Annex 1, Annex 2 

and the main office building along with their interior layout, form and function. 

3. Take digital photographs as necessary to adequately document the landscape, setting and feeling of 

the overall Kamiah Supervisors Office compound. 

4. Report digital photographs to the Nez Perce THPO in both digital (CD) and printed form following 

the ACHP's guidelines. 

5. Following the project - update the existing architectural and archaeological site forms for 10LE0113 

to reflect changes from this project. 
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Proposed Action and Alternatives 

No unresolved conflicts concerning alternatives to the proposal were identified during the scoping period. 

Therefore only the proposed action was brought forward for further analysis. 

Proposed Action 

The Forest Service is proposing to construct a new Supervisor's Office building and site improvements 

(Figure 2), which includes the following actions. 

 To provide additional bunk and/or residence space, Annex 1 and 2 will be moved onto newly 

constructed foundations adjacent to the existing bunkhouse. The existing basements will be 

demolished and likely recycled. Additional parking for the bunkhouse/residences will be 

accommodated on the administrative site. 

 A new office building, approximately 13-15,000 square feet, will be constructed. To reduce its 

overall footprint, the building may have two stories and will be designed to fit the contours of the 

site. Current access from State Highway 64 will be improved. 

 Parking adjacent to the new office building will include spaces for employees and visitors, 

including RVs and trailers, and a secured parking area for fleet vehicles and long-term employee 

parking. 

 Primary access to the site will continue to be via US Highway 12 to the south. Secondary access 

will be provided via State Highway 64 to the north. A new access road connecting the lower and 

upper area portions of the compound will be constructed to provide vehicle access through the 

site.  

 An accessible walking path will be constructed to provide pedestrian access between the upper 

and lower portions of the compound. 

 Required federal permits will be obtained and local coordination will take place prior to 

implementing the project. 

 

Design Criteria 

 The project incorporates oil and erosion control plans, and 

 Storm water runoff designs. 

 



New Kamiah Supervisor’s Office Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests 

4 

 

Figure 2. Supervisor's Office Building and Site Improvements 

 

Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Study  
The following alternatives were considered but eliminated from detailed study.  

Four preliminary concepts for the new Nez Perce–Clearwater National Forests Supervisor’s Office were 

developed: 

 

 Alternative #1:  Remodel the existing main office and upgrade Annexes #1 and #2 to accommodate 

permanent and temporary employees.   

 Alternative #2:  Construct new facilities and infrastructure to serve permanent and temporary office 

employees. Relocate the two annexes to the area of the existing bunkhouse and reconfigure them as 

residential bunkhouses. 

 Alternative #3:  Remodel the interior and provide an addition to the existing main office.  Demolition 

of buildings or parts of buildings may be necessary to provide efficient floor plans and parking.  

Relocate the two annexes to the area of the existing bunkhouse and reconfigure them as residential 

bunkhouses. 

 Alternative #4:  Lease up to eight (8) new modular facilities to provide office and meeting room 

needs. Relocate the two annexes to the area of the existing bunkhouse and reconfigure them as 

residential bunkhouses. 

Under Alternative 1, renovating the existing Main Office and upgrading the Annexes would result in a loss of 

usable office square footage. This alternative would not provide office space for the current permanent and 

temporary SO employees, nor would it allow for consolidating the Orofino and Grangeville offices at the 
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Kamiah site in the near future. The alternative was eliminated since it would not meet the purpose and need of 

housing all SO employees in a single building. 

 

Under Alternative 3, constructing an addition on the existing Main Office would accommodate the current 

permanent and temporary SO employees. However, because this alternative does not allow for future 

expansion of the existing building beyond the proposed addition, sufficient office space would not be 

available for consolidating the Orofino and Grangeville offices at the Kamiah site in the near future. The 

alternative was eliminated since it would not meet the purpose and need of housing all SO employees in a 

single building. 

 

Alternative 4 was modified to better meet operational and customer service needs:  

 Alternative #4B:  A new single modular facility would be leased to meet office and meeting room 

needs.  This alternative differs from Alternative #4 in that it would be a  

single large modular office building rather than numerous small buildings. 

During the review of this alternative, it was found that a single modular facility large enough to meet the 

purpose and need is not commercially available for lease.  As such it would be a custom construction and a 

purchase rather than a lease. This alternative was eliminated due to financial considerations. 

 

Alternative 2 was also modified to better meet operational and customer service needs: 

 Alternative #2B:  This alternative differs from Alternative #2 in that the new facility will house the 

Public Service Center and Conference Spaces. 

Alternative 2B, the preferred alternative, was brought forward for analysis in this EA.   

Environmental Impacts 
This section summarizes the potential impacts of the proposed action for each impacted resource. The  

following resources were not impacted by the proposed activities and therefore were not further analyzed: 

 Aquatics/Fisheries, Botany, Fire/Fuels, Hydrology/Water Resources, Recreation, Soils, Timber/  

Vegetation, Visuals and Wildlife. 

 Heritage surveys of the Administrative Site were conducted on May 29, 2019. No historical or  

cultural resources were documented.  

 No comments on the proposal were received during the 30-day scoping period (July 6 – August 5, 

2019). 

 

Based on the above assessment, no issues or resources were brought forward for detailed analysis.  

Finding of No Significant Impact 
As the responsible official, I am responsible for evaluating the effects of the project relative to the definition 

of significance established by the CEQ Regulations (40 CFR 1508.13). I have reviewed and considered the 

EA and documentation included in the project record, and determined that the Proposed Action will not have a 

significant effect on the quality of the human environment. As a result, no environmental impact statement 

will be prepared. My rationale for this finding is as follows, organized by sub-section of the CEQ definition of 

significance cited above.  
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Context  
Context means the significance of an action must be considered on several levels: society as a whole, the 

affected region, the affected interests, and the locality.  For the proposed action and alternatives the context of 

the environmental effects is based on the environmental analysis in this Environmental Assessment.  The 

effects of the proposed action are limited in context to the affected interests and the locality.  They are not 

likely to significantly affect regional or national resources.  The ecological impacts of the proposed action are 

localized and not significant in either the short or long term.  Social impacts are also localized and not 

significant in either the short or long term. 

For the proposed action the context of the environmental effects is based on the environmental analysis in this 

EA. 

Intensity  
Intensity is a measure of the severity, extent, or quantity of effects, and is based on information from the 

effects analysis of this Environmental Analysis and the references in the project record. The effects of this 

project have been appropriately and thoroughly considered with an analysis that is responsive to concerns and 

issues raised by the public. The agency has taken a hard look at the environmental effects using relevant 

scientific information and knowledge of site-specific conditions gained from field visits. My finding of no 

significant impact is based on the context of the project and intensity of effects using the ten factors identified 

in 40 CFR 1508.27(b).  

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. A significant effect may exist even if the Federal 

agency believes that on balance the effect will be beneficial. 

The Project would have no significant effects. The action would have no direct, indirect or cumulative 

impacts on Aquatics/Fisheries, Botany, Fire/Fuels, Heritage, Hydrology/Water Quality, Recreation, Soils, 

Timber/Vegetation, Visuals and Wildlife Resources. 

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety.  

The proposed action would provide disabled individuals easier and safer access to the Supervisor’s 

Office. It would provide a building that meets all applicable fire, electrical, safety, etc. codes which is an 

improvement over the existing facility.   

3. Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as the proximity to historical or cultural 

resources, parklands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical 

areas. 

The current Supervisor’s Office (main office) would be retained through the completion of new project 

construction. A preliminary project analysis will explore future uses of the existing main SO building and 

make recommendations.  

4. The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be highly 

controversial. 

The Project – constructing a new Supervisor’s Office building and associated improvements – is not 

expected to be controversial nor effect the quality of the human environment. 

5. The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or involve 

unique or unknown risks. 

The Project – constructing a new Supervisor’s Office building and associated improvements – is not 
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expected to have uncertain, unique or unknown effects on the human environment.   

6. The degree to which the action may establish precedent for future actions with significant effects or 

represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.  

The Project is site-specific and would have no significant effects, therefore it would not set precedence 

for future actions nor present a decision in principle about future considerations.   

7. Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 

significant impacts. Significance exists if it is reasonable to anticipate a cumulatively significant 

impact on the environment. Significance cannot be avoided by terming an action temporary or by 

breaking it down into small component parts. 

The Project would have no direct, indirect or cumulative impacts on the environment. If any impacts were 

to occur, they would be localized and not significant in either the short or long term. 

8. The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects 

listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or may cause loss or 

destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources. 

No cultural and historical resources were documented during the May 29, 2019 survey of the 

Administrative Site. A comprehensive Cultural Resources Report has been prepared. Consultation with 

the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) was completed through a Memorandum Of Agreement 

on January 30, 2020.  

9. The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or its 

habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

There are no Federally listed fish or wildlife or designated critical habitat present in the project area so 

consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act was not required  

10. Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State, or local law or requirements imposed for 

the protection of the environment. 

The Proposed Action does not threaten nor violate Federal, State or local laws or requirements imposed 

for the protection of the environment. 
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